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2016
•	F-35 / NIFC-CA Live Fire Exercise 

2018
•	F-35 + HIMARS

2019
•	Orange Flag
•	F-35’s Distributed Aperture System (DAS) 

Tracks Ballistic Missiles
•	Orange Flag

2020
•	Project Convergence
•	Orange Flag
•	GatewayONE ABMS Demonstration

2021
•	Project Convergence
•	Talisman Sabre
•	Flight Test 6, PAC-3 Integration
•	Project Hydra
•	Northern Edge 21
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•	The F-35 program highlights its expanded global presence in 2021. January 3
•	The U.S. Air Force’s 134th Fighter Squadron flies the unit’s 4,000th F-35A sortie in Vermont. December 29
•	The Netherlands declares Initial Operational Capability for the Royal Netherlands Air Force’s F-35A fleet. December 27
•	The first U.S. Air Force F-35As to be permanently based in Europe arrive at Royal Air Force Lakenheath, United Kingdom.  

December 15
•	Finland selects the F-35 as its next fighter. December 10

F-35 Lightning II Program Status and Fast Facts 

https://vimeo.com/lmaeronautics/review/518265208/18fd7e0f0a
https://www.navsea.navy.mil/Media/News/Article/942188/navy-conducts-first-live-fire-nifc-ca-test-with-f-35/
https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2018/10/05/marines-connect-f-35-jet-to-himars-rocket-shot-for-first-time/
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/2019-8-06-Orange-Flag-Evaluation-Demonstrates-F-35-and-Army-IAMD-Integration
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/surprise-americas-f-35s-can-now-track-ballistic-missiles-79426
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/surprise-americas-f-35s-can-now-track-ballistic-missiles-79426
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/2020-01-21-U-S-Army-and-Air-Force-Team-up-for-Multi-Domain-Operations
https://www.army.mil/article/239363/army_to_build_on_results_from_first_project_convergence_exercise
https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2385783/orange-flag-brings-test-data-to-warfighter/
https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2446122/gatewayone-and-attritableone-test-moves-joint-force-one-step-closer-to-iotmil-d/
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/project-convergence-shows-how-fifth-gen-fighter-jets-will-change-warfare-196477
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/lockheed-martin-supports-us-indo-pacific-command-bilateral-exercise-australia
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/PAC-3-and-F-35-team-up-to-defeat-threat-in-us-army-flight-test
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/lockheed-martin-skunk-work-project-hydra-demonstrates-5th-gen-to-5th-gen-communications-across-domains
https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2626086/northern-edge-21-achieves-operational-test-advances-for-airmen-weapons-systems/
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/2022-01-03-F-35-Expands-Global-Presence-in-2021
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/6996045/macrae-pilots-vtang-4000th-sortie
https://www.f35.com/f35/news-and-features/royal-netherlands-air-force-declares-f35-ioc.html
https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2875535/new-f-35-lightning-iis-join-usafe-raf-lakenheath-fleet-for-first-time/
https://news.lockheedmartin.com/2021-12-10-Finland-Selects-F-35-Lightning-II-as-Its-Next-Fighter
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• USS Essex
• USS WASP
• USS America
• HMS Queen Elizabeth
• USS Carl Vinson
• ITS Cavour

• USS Makin Island
• USS Abraham Lincoln
• HMS Prince of Wales  
• USS Tripoli 2022
• USS George Washington 2022
• USS Boxer 2023

• USS Theodore Roosevelt 2023
• USS Iwo Jima 2024
• USS Bataan 2025
• USS Gerald Ford 2025

Ship Activations
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F-35 Engineering for Sustainment

F-35 Sustainment Delivering Today

F-35 Affordability
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All information current as of January 4, 2022 
For additional questions and the latest data, please contact Laura Siebert or Brett Ashworth.
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Reliability: Mean Flight Hour 
Between Failure

Maintainability: Maintenance 
�Man Hour Per Flight Hour

Cost Per Flight Hour*

Regional Warehouse
Standup

Depot Air Vehicle � 
Activations (2020)

Component Repair  
Activations (2025)

Base/Pilot Training

Requirement RequirementActuals Actuals

Base/Ship Future Base/Ship Modifications

4/5 6/6 35/60

*Lockheed Martin owned portion 
of CPFH

45%
Reduction 
Since 2015
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